Pledges Best, 
Asks Help Of ; 
People, God i 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi- j 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson took J 
over the controls, of government i 
from the dead hand of John P. ; 
Kennedy Friday night with 
pledge to do his . best -and a 
plea for the hqlp of God and . : 
the American people. '■* 

Wan and solemn, Johnson t ' 
broadcast a brief message to a - 
shocked nation minutes after he- 
flew in from Dallas, Tex., where ' 
an assassin’s bullet killed Ken- 
nedy a little more than six hours ; 
before. 

“I will do my best,” Johnson , 
said. "That is all I can dg^'J-v! 
ask for your help, and God’s.” 
Then, at the White House, the ’ 
former vice president hurried 
into a series of conferences with 
military men, congressional lead- 
ers of both parties, and Kennedy 
administration experts on foreign 
policy. 

A senator said Johnson asked 
and received assurances of sup- 
port from men Of both political 
faiths. 

Crowded Compartment 

President Johnson took his. path 
of office, in a crowded compart- 
ment of the presidential jet Fri- 
day, with Mrs. Jacqueline Ken- 
nedy at his side. 

Johnson’s wife, Lady Bird, was 
at his right hand, and the griev- 
ing widow of President Kennedy 
at his left, as Johnson repeated 
the oath. 

His right hand was raised, his 
left on a small leather Bible. 

Twenty - seven people, all that 
could crowd into the gold-carpet- 
ed presidential compartment of 
the big jet, witnessed the two- 
minute ceremony at Love Field 
in Dallas. 

U.S. District Judge Sarah T. 
Hughes of Dallas administered 
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